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Pride and Prejudice and NODA Perfection 

In the spring of 2012, best-selling author 
Josie Brown and Emmy Award-winning 
composer Rita Abrams received a life-
changing email: the late Helen Bailey, who 
was the artistic director of the Ruislip 
Operatic Society at the time, had 
discovered online their newly completed 
musical of Jane Austen’s classic novel, 
Pride and Prejudice, felt it stood out from 
everything else in its category, and wanted 
to direct it.  

The creators couldn’t be more pleased than 
to have the musical’s World Premiere in 

Jane Austen’s homeland—and in a frighteningly short time!  

“We were both excited—and unnerved,” Ms. Abrams recalls. “Since the show was new and 
as yet unproduced, much would have to be done fast to make this possible.”  

All written scores would have to be completed, contracts drawn up, transitional music 
composed; and, perhaps the most demanding of all, communications among director, 
musical director, and authors concerning possible adaptations arising during rehearsals 
would begin upon signing—and continue until opening night. 
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Yes, it was daunting, but doable. The pair dove right in. 
With the help of adrenaline and the talents and 
temperaments of director, the late Helen Bailey, musical 
director Rob Wickes, musicians, cast, and crew, the 
production came off beautifully. “Sitting in the 
enthusiastic audience of Ruislip’s Winston Churchill 
Theatre, Rita and I were overwhelmed with gratitude and 
pride, the magnitude of which has not been exceeded to 
this day,” says Josie.  

Some lovely reviews followed:  

● “The members of ROS who had the privilege of creating 
their roles will remember that for the rest of their lives. 
And the fact of witnessing the super World Premiere was 
an equal privilege for the audience.” - Tony Austin, 
Regional Rep, District 8 of NODA London 

● “Rita Abrams’s lyrics are hellishly clever, sassy American showtune stuff that puns on 
Austen and Dickens, alliterates and rhymes in staccato...Hope you saw it here first, folks!” 
- Alan Hayes of The Uxbridge Gazette  

Since the ROS production, Abrams and Brown’s Pride and Prejudice musical has had its 
U.S. Premiere as well: in their hometown of San Francisco, where it won the San Francisco 
Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle for Best Original Music.  

A Peoria, Illinois production is scheduled for next May, followed by another Northern 
California show. 

However, given the grand treatment of the musical by the Ruislip Operatic Society, 
Abrams and Brown cannot help but set their sights on a return to the UK—hopefully to 
see another production by a NODA theatrical society.  

“The energy of everyone involved—Helen, her marvelous production manager Malcolm 
Unwin, the orchestra, and the players—was electric,” Josie says. “Not to mention that the 
performances were spot on.”  

Rita adds: “The experience spoiled us. We certainly made some dear friends, many of 
whom expressed surprise that we Americans could create a script and score that felt so 
British to the audiences there. But the highest compliment came from a Ruislip resident 
opening night: ‘You have done Jane Austen proud.’”  

___________________ 

Go to https://www.prideandprejudicethemusical.com. There, you can listen to the 
music, see video clips of performances, download the reviews brochure, and contact the 
creators, Rita Abrams and Josie Brown. 
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